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Dear Lawrence School Families, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our  
quarterly newsletter!  The Friday messages have 
great information, but the quarterly newsletter 
has more details from a broader range of staff 
members.  Hearing from Team Leaders and 
some enrichment teachers paints a more vivid 
picture of everyday life at the Lawrence School.  

 
Earlier this winter, we participated in the annual 
district and community-wide “No Guff” 
week.  This is an opportunity for our student 
body to participate in various themed activities 
to learn about proactive ways to handle conflicts 
and how to contribute to a positive school  
climate.  We focused our daily activities around 
the school’s motto of Pride, Respect,  
Responsibility & Compassion.  During lunches on 
Friday we recognized a community member, staff 
member and several students who embody the 
“No Guff” attitude on a daily basis.   
Congratulations to the winners!  

Thank you to the many families who have made a 
connection with your child’s teachers,  
counselors or administrators here at  
Lawrence.  Your partnership in support of the  
students is extremely valuable.  Our students, at this 
critical age, face challenges everyday - socially,  
emotionally, academically.  But when we work  
together, this great group of kids thrives!  Thank you 
for reading.   
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Bushy, Principal 

A Message from Assistant Principal Zarra, 
 
I just wanted to take the opportunity to say how 
wonderful it is to be back home at Lawrence.  I had 
the pleasure of being part of the 8th Grade Science 
team for almost ten years and it is great to be back 
working with all of your wonderful  
students.   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any  
questions or concerns, but I will be in touch with 
you if there are any discipline issues we need to 
address.  With that in mind, please remember that 
cell phone use is prohibited in school and all 
phones should be left in lockers and not carried 
around school.  And please remind our students 
that time spent at school should mean that they 
spend more time in class with their teachers and 

fellow students than being in the halls and  
bathrooms.     

 
When you talk to your child at home, please ask 
them about a positive experience 
they had at school.  A compliment they received 
from a classmate or a teacher.  And if they don’t 
have anything to share, encourage them to brighten 
someone’s day with a kind gesture or compliment 
and perhaps the favor will be returned.  The  
Lawrence School is a great place for our kids to 
learn and grow and their school experience can be 
even better if we help them along.   
 
Thanks for partnering with us to support your  
children through 7th and 8th grade! 
 
Sincerely, 
Derrick Zarra, Assistant Principal 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————



 Team One News 

L A W R E N C E  S C H O O L  

Team Two News 

In Mrs. Mulvey’s math class students 
wrapped up equations and inequalities 
as the quarter was concluding.  Now 
the math students are onto ratios,  
proportions and percents. Mrs. Mulvey 
encourages students to advocate for 
help in class and if they need more 
support to stay after school prior to 
assessments.  
 

In Ms. Allen’s science class, students 
are currently working with their third 
unit of study - Planet Earth.  In this 
unit, students explore the formation of 
Earth, how living organisms formed in 
the early Earth's conditions and how 
Earth's surface has changed over  
billions of years. We strive to develop 
knowledge about the Geosphere, Rock 

This year is flying by, it’s so hard to 
believe that we are already halfway 
through the school year!  Here is some 
news about what team 2 students have 
been learning in quarter 2 and what 
they will continue in quarter 3.  
 

In Ms. Manchester’s English class  
students recently finished reading The  
Outsiders.  They have now begun  
reading companion books that relate to 
similar themes of the Outsiders and 
fall into the young adult genre.  As we 
approach vacation they will be  
completing projects related to these 
books.  After February vacation  
students will begin reading “A  
Christmas Carol” in English class.   
 

It has been nice to have a few short 
weeks and some good sledding  
weather!  Congratulations to all of 
team 1 for a terrific Soc-Greasers 
day.  Ponyboy, Johnny and Cherry 
were well represented.  Much  
applause goes out to our talented 
team 1 students who will represent 
Falmouth at the district art show and 
the Cape Cod and Southeast Music 
Festivals.  Also, we can’t wait to see 
our students shine in Beauty and the 
Beast next month.  It’s sure to be a 
great show! 
 

In English, we have just completed 
our Outsiders Companion Book  
Projects and will finish up the month 
with poetry and metaphor.  Speaking 
of poetry, we are happy to be in the 
planning stages for the next Student 
Day of Poetry.  Thanks to the  
Falmouth Education Foundation for 
again funding this wonderful 
event.  After February break, we will 
dive into Dickens and our second  
companion book study: the use of  
supernatural elements in literature.   
 

This past quarter in math, we have 
been working on the expressions,  
equations and inequalities 
unit.     We have now moved on to 
investigate  
ratios, proportions and percents.   
Students will learn how to apply some 
of their knowledge about these topics 
to real-life situations. 
 

In social studies, we have just  
completed our work in researching 

ancient China and are now moving on 
to Australia and New Zealand and the 
intriguing history of the First Nations 
and Maori people. The students have 
demonstrated a great knowledge and 
interest in these countries, their  
people and their animals. We will be 
starting with an exploration of  
Australia’s diverse geography and  
biological landscapes before we begin 
our work in understanding how  
humans interacted with them. When 
we return from February vacation, the 
students will be diving into Black  
History Month. Each student will each 
be doing their own research  
project on a person of color they feel 
has impacted the world and made a 
mark on history. 
 

In science last quarter, students 
learned about how the Earth was 
formed and how it’s surface changes 
over time. We have been  
focusing on how Earth’s surface  
changes on global scales by exploring 
evidence for plate tectonics and plate 

interactions. These changes take a 
long time to occur since the plates 
move slowly. Currently, we are  
transitioning to learning how Earth’s 
surface changes in faster time frames 
and on local levels by analyzing  
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 
Next, we will learn about the rock 
cycle and how those rocks can be 
changed over time by weathering,  
erosion, and deposition.  

Continued... 
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Formation, the Rock Cycle,  
Continental Drift, Plate Tectonics, 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes. Since the 
holiday break, they have been  
focusing on scientific practices while 
conducting research for individual  
science fair projects that will be  
presented shortly.  After the February 
recess, we will turn our attention to 
environmental justice and how science 
can play a role in increasing equity, 
before diving into spring and outside 
activities focusing on local ecosystems.  
 

In Ms. LeLacheur’s social studies class, 
students branched from ancient to 
modern in the last few weeks as they 
traveled to the land down under and 
explored Australia and New Zealand 
with a focus on native habitats and 
native cultures.  As we return from 
vacation students will be focused on a 
short research project of their choosing 
relating to Black History Month and 
then some lessons on women’s  
suffrage.  Finally, as always, if you have 
questions or concerns regarding your 
studentb please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to the team.  We know this year 
poses some challenges but we are here 
and always willing to help our students. 

Team Three News 

Congratulations to our students for 
completing half of the academic 
year!  We’d like to encourage students 
to continue working hard on classwork 
and homework assignments during the 
third quarter.   
 

In ELA, the students continue to  
improve their writing skills through 
essay writing.  In the coming weeks, we 
will be reading and analyzing the  
novella A Christmas Carol for its  
symbolic meaning.  Dickens’ wrote it as 
a “call to action” in an effort to  
publicize the horrific working  
conditions and treatment of the poor 
children during the Industrial  
Revolution of the Victorian Era.   
 

In Science, we have been focusing on 
how Earth’s surface changes over time. 
We have looked at these changes on a 
global scale by exploring plate tectonics 
and the geological features associated 
with the plates interacting. We have 
learned about the tools and techniques 
used to gain knowledge about the  
features of the Earth’s surface. Plates 
move very slowly so these changes  
occur over long periods of time. We 
are starting to transition to looking at 
how the Earth’s surface can change on 
a faster, more local time scale by  
learning about earthquakes and  
volcanoes. In February, students will be 
learning about the rock cycle and how 
weathering, erosion and deposition can 
alter these rocks creating new  
landscapes. After we finish our Earth 
systems unit, we will be moving on to 
ecosystems and energy.  Additionally, 
students are well underway with their 
science projects. The in class projects 
are due on February 16, or students 
can register to present at the Falmouth 
Community Science Fair on March 5 
at FHS from 8am to noon. 
 

In math class, we’ve been focusing on 
geometry, finding the area of 2-

dimensional shapes, then moving on to 
3-dimensional shapes and applying our 
knowledge of area to find surface area 
and volume. We’ve also done quite a 
lot of work solving multi-step equations 
and word problems.  Next quarter we 
will be moving on to our unit on  
statistics, looking at probability and 
sampling.  
 

Social Studies students have been  
learning about ancient China. We  
began the quarter studying the  
importance of the river valleys of  
China and thinking about how the 
geography of the region impacted the 
settlement of the area.  Students also 
learned about the different  
philosophies from China.  Beginning 
next quarter, students will explore the 
history and settlement of Australia and 
New Zealand focusing on the  
geography, native cultures and current 
issues facing the region. Throughout 
the third quarter, we will continue to 
focus on using academic vocabulary in 
our written assignments.  

Team Four News 

The teachers on team 4 are continuing 
to enjoy our days of in-person learning 
with our students.  We are glad to 
have most of our students back with 
us after the winter break and grinding 
away as we begin the second half of 
the year.   
 
We are happy to have Mr. Murray join 
the team as our new science  
teacher.  His classes have been  
learning about DNA and the basics of 
genetics. Students were assigned a  
science project that will be due  
towards the end of February.  
Hopefully, some students will enter 
their projects in the district’s annual 
science fair.   

Continued... 

Team Two Continued... 



 

In grade level math class, students have 
come along and learned about slope 
and the famous “slope dude”. We have 
used our skills learned in quarter 1, 
that have rolled over and continue to 
help us as the year progresses. In  
quarter 2, we finished unit 4-Linear 
relationships and we have started unit 
5-functions!  The students have used 
multiple representations to find slope 
and y-intercept. They know how to 
write equations in slope-intercept form 
and they are able to see what the slope 
and y-intercept of an equation  
represents in real-life situations. 
 

In advanced math class, students have 
learned the 3 ways to solve systems of 
equations: graphing, substitution and 
elimination. They have all started to 
notice that even the smallest mistake 
such as a negative vs positive number 
can cause a whole problem to be  
incorrect. They have started to be 
aware and take their time when  
solving. We recently started unit 6 and 
have been learning about monomials 
and their operations.  
 

In science class, the second quarter was 
a combination of finishing up our 
Chemistry exploration (and running 
some pretty cool and colorful  
experiments!) and beginning our  
adventures into Life Science. Students 
started by looking into the mysteries of 
DNA. We learned about its structure 
and how it replicates using origami and 
even candy models!  We talked about 
traits, where they come from and how 
they can be passed from parents to  
offspring. We are continuing our  
journey through Life Science with 
more about inheritance and how  
organisms change over time, as well as 
how mutations in genes can cause both 
good and bad changes in  
organisms.  Don’t forget, science  
projects are due February 28th and 
science fair is Saturday, March 5!  

In social studies, team 5 students have 
spent quarter 2 focusing on the U.S. 
Constitution. From it’s formal  
approval in the late 1700s, to the  
intricate sections that have evolved 
over time, the kids have done excellent 
work as we analyze the many facets of 
our federal government. We also took 
the time to learn about and celebrate 
the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. around the time of his  
birthday/national holiday in his  
honor. This included learning about 
not only the events surrounding Dr. 
King’s tragic assassination, but also a 
discussion in the modern times about 
how his dreams of racial equality and 
justice have gone unfulfilled in the eyes 
of many.   
 

The students in English class had many 
writing assignments for quarter two 
and have done very well in progressing 
their skills! We are now starting to 
read, Lord of the Flies, by William  
Golding. The students will turn their 
focus towards the essential questions 
and identify the theme of the  
book- some good comparisons to  
Animal Farm!  
 

There will be some independent  
reading requirements, but I believe the 
students will enjoy this book very 
much as we began with a WebQuest to 
assimilate with the plot and characters.  
Later in quarter three, students will be 
selecting a book of their choice to read 
as well, so having a time and place to 
do some quality reading is important. 
The oral presentations of their books 
were a great success, so I look forward 
to repeating that project.  

In Mrs. Mitchell’s math classes,  
students are honing their skills for 
MCAS with some daily warm-up  
activities. Recently, they’ve been  
focusing on linear equations and  
graphing. Up next in math with be a 
taste of Geometry.  
 

Civics classes with Mr. Tribou have 
continued to break down the  
branches of the United States  
government while learning about the 
roles of government. Please make sure 
your child is reviewing their yellow 
note sheet each night to stay on top of 
the vocabulary terms presented in 
class.  
 

In English, Ms. Johnson has been 
working on persuasive speeches using 
rhetoric appeals. Classes continue to 
read Animal Farm and are comparing 
it to the allegorical connection of the 
Russian Revolution.   
 

Finally, students should start thinking 
about plans for next year.  They will 
have many important decisions to 
make this year, primarily, what  
courses they will take to prepare them 
for their future. It's important to  
continue emphasizing to your  
children that their efforts will make a 
difference in their future, and that 
they should still be studying  
approximately 90 minutes total each 
night.  

Team Five News 

Like Lawrence School on  
Facebook!  Stay connected 

with all the current events and  
happenings going on! 

Team Four Continued... 
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The students in social studies class are 
studying how our three main  
branches of government function. 
This is a very important piece of  
becoming an active and connected 
community member. We are also 
looking critically at how the principles 
of American government have fallen 
short. Engaging in Black History 
month lessons have also piqued our 
interest!  We are slowly making  
progress on transitioning out of the 
Covid impacted classroom to a more 
normal environment. The strive and 
struggle needs to be seen as the  
reward.  
 
In science, we have completed our 
study of DNA's structure and function 

as well as mutations. We are now 
moving on to exploring Heredity and 
how traits are passed from one  
generation to the next. Students 
should be working on their 3rd term 
science project (due Wednesday, 
March 2nd, or Saturday, March 5th if 
presenting at the Science Fair)!!  
 

In quarter 2 English class, we read12 
Angry Men as a class while students 
read their choice book  
independently.  During the unit, we 
studied thematic ideas of courage, 
prejudice and collaboration and  
focused heavily on speaking/listening 
skills.  We wrapped up the unit with a 
Court Case where students worked in 
teams to argue that their chosen  
character was the most courageous of 
all.  Next up is Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass with a focus on  
setting, tone/mood, vocab in context 
and choosing key TE to support  
ideas.   
 

In math class, we are beginning our 
last unit on Algebra which is Solving 

Team Six News 

Systems of Equations.  This unit of 
study brings in our linear graphing 
unit and solving linear equations unit 
back into play and we will be leaning 
strongly on both of these previous 
concepts to be successful in  
systems.  After this unit we will be 
beginning our geometry strands 
which is always a welcome change at 
this time of year. 
 

The Algebra 1 class has also started 
their exploration of systems of  
equations and inequalities, this is a 
quick unit that draws on many past 
concepts.  After this quick stop we 
will be expanding our explorations of 
functions starting with exponential, 
polynomial and quadratics. 
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It's project time in DLI!  Team 2  
students will show off their coding 
skills in HTML and CSS by making 
their own web page for their final  
projects (Feb. 28 - March 4).    
 

Team 5 students will use their  
JavaScript skills to make an  
interactive animation for their final 
project (Feb. 14 - 18).   
 

The images show how students can 
see completed steps in the bubbles 
at the top of their screen, can get  
feedback and assessment from the 
teacher and do their coding, all in the 

same screen in  
CODE.ORG.  Through these  
authentic, hands-on applications,  
students are gaining confidence in 
coding and learning that it can be 
used as a means of self-expression. 
 

Teams 1 and 4 begin DLI on  
Monday, March 14.   

Digital Literacy & Innovation  

http://code.org/
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We are having an exciting year so far in 
7th Grade Engineering! Team 2  
students finished up their trimester in  
December with electric car races. Speed 
and style were on display as we cheered 
for everyone’s cars in the cafeteria. 
  

In December, team 1 students began 
their engineering adventures. They 
started by exploring the engineering 
design process through challenges such 

Engineering 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - 

The winter trimester is halfway 
through and it’s wonderful to have 
students back in the shop, building 
and creating!  We are currently  
working with team 4 students whose 
prior engineering experience with Ms. 
Lewis has allowed us to review many 
of last year’s concepts and then 
launch right into construction.  Our 
overall focus in 8th grade is to provide 
students with the opportunity to  
understand and explore the presence 
of engineering and problem solving in 
the world around them and to pick 
up some construction skills of their 
own at the same time. 
 

Our trimester began with a review of 
the Engineering Design Process.  To 
accomplish this, students build a  

device to launch a matchbox car into 
a trailer truck container 6 feet 
away.  This gave them a chance to 
walk through the steps of the process 
while also practice their tool use in a 
low stakes way.  We also recently 
completed a study of bridges in 
which students constructed their 
own plywood bridge to hold a 10 
pound weight and stand up to the 
force of a leaf blower.  
 

Each day, students use the miter saw, 
jigsaws, cordless drills and most  
recently used palm sanders and  
routers in order to create display 
shelves, carved on our CNC router, 
for them to take home.  This device 
allows students to lay out a display of 
clip art and font work on a  

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

as saving a Muppet from a fire and 
drawing blueprints for each other. 
We also built bottle rockets and are 
now waiting for the weather to coop-
erate for launch day.  
 

Students are also exploring alterna-
tive energy and transportation tech-
nologies as we design and build solar 

computer, convert it to a jpeg and 
send it to a mechanical deck which 
allows a palm router to carve their 
design into a piece of lumber.  This 
has greatly enhanced the  
personalization value of our display 
shelf project and has allowed  
students to create their own  
professional looking designs for  
display in the school and at home!  
 

The trimester will finish in mid-
March with an integrated project 
following the model of the Alaskan 
Iditarod!   
 

cars. The solar car work will intro-
duce students to woodworking  
techniques and prepare them for 
future projects in both the 7th and 
8th grade shops.  
 

We hope to finish off our term with 
some robotics explorations before 
team 3 students take over the  
workshop in March.  
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Happy February from the 
Health Office This winter  
season had seen an initial uptick 
in COVID cases in the  
community with a downward trend in 
the last couple of weeks….even with 
this very good news, please remember 
these healthy habits to protect against 
viral illnesses in general (including flu 
and colds!): 
 

 Avoid close contacts, stay 
 home if you are sick 
 

 Cover your mouth and nose 
 when sneezing or coughing 

 
 Wash your hands often 
 

 Avoid touching your eyes, 
 nose or mouth during the day 

 

 Practice other good health 
 habits- Sleep as long as you 
 should, give yourself  
 permission to rest, eat whole 
 foods, exercise in the sun
 shine and drink more water. 

 

And while you exercise outside with 
the sunshine reflecting off of all of 
the snow this winter has brought,  
remember to be safe outside as well; 

keep warm and dry by layering your 
clothes, wear a warm hat and gloves, 
prevent falls on ice by walking like a 
penguin and be a winter check-in  
buddy to your friends and  
neighbors.  
 

At Lawrence School we have  
completed our vision screenings in 
the past month, have included 
healthy snacks in our Health Office 
and continue to monitor student’s 
health.  We offer support to the  
students here in the Health Office 
and are happy to help in anyway we 
can.  

 

Performance Dates: 
Saturday, March 26, at 2:00 & 7:00 

Sunday, March 27, at 2:00 
 

 Come see your child, grandchild, friend 
or neighbor perform! 

Buy tickets at the door.   
All ticket prices are; 

$5.00 for students/seniors 
$8.00 for adults 

$25.00 for a family of two adults and 
two children, then 

$5.00 each additional ticket  
thereafter in that group. 

 

We may use an ONLINE Ticketing  
platform.  If so, info will be on our 
school’s website and Facebook page. 

Health Office 

School Play 

Black History Month Display in our main lobby. 

Barker, our Bulldog Mascot, with the boys basketball team! 


